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President Asks NITs to Promote Scientific Temper in Their 

Students  

Press Trust of India, July 19, 2014 

http://gadgets.ndtv.com/science/news/president-asks-nits-to-promote-scientific-temper-in-their-students-561486 

President Pranab Mukherjee on Saturday asked NITs to work towards promoting scientific temper in their 

students and said the academic curricula must have an industry focus. 

Speaking at the inauguration of the golden jubilee celebrations of National Institute of Technology (NIT) in 

Tiruchirappali, he said that to address faculty shortage, vacant positions must be filled on priority basis and 

external talent injected by hiring experts from the industry, laboratories and foreign universities on short-term 

basis. 

"Academic curricula must have an industry-focus. Industry interface cell must be set up to establish linkages 

with the local industry and industry associations," he said. 

Pointing out that e-classrooms must be made available for smarter dissemination of lectures, he said that 

knowledge and innovation are the underpinning of progress and prosperity in the 21st century. 

"In this age of globalisation, we can derive competitive advantage only from an eco-system that is conducive to 

new 

learning, research and innovation. NITs must work towards promoting scientific temper in their students," he 

said. 

The President also underscored that thrust of research must be to erase backwardness, besides wiping out 

deprivation. 

"Innovations must improve the state of the underserved, who want a positive difference in their lives. 

Institutions 

like yours must support ingenious ideas that promise betterment for those aspiring to rise up the socio-economic 

ladder - help a farmer till the soil better, an artisan perfect his craft or a small entrepreneur improve the 

productivity of his venture," Mukherjee added. 

Earlier, the President offered prayers at offer prayers at Punnainallur Sri Mariamman Temple in Thanjavur. 

http://gadgets.ndtv.com/science/news/president-asks-nits-to-promote-scientific-temper-in-their-students-561486
http://gadgets.ndtv.com/internet/news/google-adds-new-free-classroom-tool-to-apps-for-education-suite-519847
http://gadgets.ndtv.com/laptops/news/tcs-partners-with-canadas-ictc-to-roll-out-program-for-high-school-students-377738
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Over 240 private technical institutes closed down in 3 years

Last Updated: Sunday, July 20, 2014, 10:12 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/over-240-private-technical-institutes-closed-down-in-3-

years_948726.html 

New Delhi: Over 240 private technical institutes across the country had to be closed down in the past three 

years due to dwindling demand for seats and quality of education.  

Several private institutes have come up but the demand for streams, poor infrastructure and quality of education 

imparted remain an area of concern, Parliament was informed last week.  

In this regard, Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Smriti Irani said in a written reply that "during 

the last three years, 242 private institutes were ordered to be closed down by AICTE", and 31 of these during 

the current fiscal year. 

Less demand for such institutes in rural areas due to migration of students to urban centres, less demand for 

certain engineering programmes and problems in filling up seats and attracting good faculty were some of the 

reason for their closure, she said.  

During 2013-14, 115 institutes were closed down while 96 were asked to wind up in 2012-13. 

Andhra Pradesh topped the list with 52 such institutes being asked to close down in 2012-13 and 53 in 2013-14. 

Maharashtra came next with 28 institutes in the state being asked to shut down. 

According to the HRD Ministry, as of today 184 private institutes are running in the country. 

University Grants Commission (UGC) and All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) expert 

committees inspected 85 of them, pointing out deficiencies in infrastructure and lack of qualified faculty, the 

minister said.  

She said AICTE has reconstituted a committee under the chairmanship of former Supreme Court Justice B N 

Srikrishna to prescribe guidelines to private institutes for charging tuition and other fees and admission of 

students in technical colleges. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/over-240-private-technical-institutes-closed-down-in-3-years_948726.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/over-240-private-technical-institutes-closed-down-in-3-years_948726.html
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U.S. varsity considers tie-up with IIT-M in sports analytics 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/us-varsity-considers-tieup-with-iitm-in-sports-

analytics/article6229295.ece 

The College of Business at the University of South Florida (USF) is exploring the option of a tie-up with Indian 

Institute of Technology, Madras, for a programme in sports and entertainment analytics.  

“Sports analytics, especially player analytics, could play a big role in a team’s performance,” said Balaji 

Padmanabhan, department chair, information systems & decision sciences department, College of Business. 

Currently, USF runs a programme in sports and entertainment management and a project with Tampa Bay 

Lightning, a National Hockey League team in Florida. A tie-up with IIT would help expand their horizons, Mr. 

Padmanabhan said.  

When contacted, a senior professor at IIT-M said although there was an interest on their side, there was a long 

way to go before anything crystallised.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/us-varsity-considers-tieup-with-iitm-in-sports-analytics/article6229295.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/us-varsity-considers-tieup-with-iitm-in-sports-analytics/article6229295.ece
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IIT-B’s budding engineers to turn journalists 

Jul 21, 2014 | 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/iit-b-s-budding-engineers-turn-journalists-964 

In a bid to make Techfest, the annual science and technological extravaganza of the Indian Institute of 

Technology Bombay, a festival that ingrains social responsibility in students, the institute has decided to 

introduce a segment — a competition, which will focus on news collecting and reproduction of the same in the 

written or oral format. The entries will be judged by senior journalists from the mainstream media.  

Speaking about the initiative, Aman Mantry, media manager for Techfest 2014, said every year the festival has 

tried to introduce a new aspect for students to explore and excel in, hence the decision to have a journalism-

based competition. 

“The advent of social networking sites and online news media has seen many people becoming citizen reporters 

and writing on issues that affect them and the locality they live in. The initiative is aimed at encouraging student 

activism and making them realise the importance of being alert and accurate. The competition will expect 

participants to file reports, shoot videos and submit them before a deadline. We will have a panel of senior 

journalists to adjudicate each report and approve or disprove it based on its authenticity and completeness,” said 

Mantry.  

He added that the winner would not be decided on the basis of his or her writing skills but would on the basis of 

the issue taken up by them. The concept, he said, was being finalised and the dates for the competition would be 

announced on the Techfest website. The competition would be open for participants from all over the country.  

Techfest is one of the biggest student festivals in Asia and has been introducing new segments every year like 

music, art, acting, corporate and industry-related contests apart from engineering competitions. 

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/iit-b-s-budding-engineers-turn-journalists-964


Page 8 of 11 



Page 9 of 11 



Page 10 of 11 



Page 11 of 11 


